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a sense of awe and wonder at God’s marvelous hand over the course of his-
tory. I know Replant is definitely a book that I will not regret having on my 
shelf.
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River Books, 2014. 234 pages.
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Parr’s intriguing title provides the reader with a satisfactory hook that draws 
attention to a system he developed called “The Net Effect.” Unbeknownst 
to the reader at the outset, however, this book is not about the implementa-
tion of a coffee shop ministry within a church. It is much more than a series 
of collected success stories and growth strategies. Parr set out to provide 
his readers with a down-to-earth, homegrown book written in a style that 
everyone can enjoy. It is far from an ivory tower tome. In its most simple 
definition, it can be defined as a book on evangelism. That is the heart of the 
matter that Parr wants to convey to his readers, and he does so using narra-
tive. He states, “As I prepared to write, I was reminded of the books I had 
read that were written in narrative form…I wondered if I might take that 
approach for this book” (14). 
Through Parr’s use of narrative, we are introduced to the fictional charac-
ter of Mitch Walker, a twenty-nine-year-old pastor who is serving in his first 
congregation. We learn about his incredible journey at Stanton Community 
Church and the trials he goes through as he works to implement a change 
in the structure, thought, and DNA of the church. Stanton Community 
Church is what many churches have become today—focused inward. As 
a result, ministry is dry, people bicker, and the church community seems 
to fixate on minor internal issues. These issues continually beleaguer the 
young pastor, and much of his time is spent either putting out fires or car-
ing for minor issues. Mitch realizes that there is a problem, but he does not 
immediately see the solution. The Lord has mercy on him and provides him 
with an incredible mentor—the senior pastor of a larger church in the next 
community. Pastor Marc Benton helps Mitch prioritize his time and initiate 
the changes that are desperately needed within the church. Initially, Mitch 
faces major opposition as he tries to direct his congregation’s priorities from 
its inwardly focused mentality to one that is focused on the community. 
Through the help of Pastor Benton, Mitch learns how to effectively change 
the priorities of Stanton Community Church. 
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Pastor Benton introduces Mitch to a system that helps revitalize, ener-
gize, and change the church from the inside out. He calls his system the 
“Net Effect,” and it includes praying for the lost (intentionally and by name), 
equipping for personal evangelism (for the core and the congregation), pro-
claiming the gospel message (maximizing attendance and guests present at 
the best-attended services), doing service/ministry evangelism (helping 
and serving the needy and hurting in the community), doing team evange-
lism, and doing event evangelism (164). Pastor Benton teaches Mitch that 
the Net Effect system he employs at his own church comes directly from 
what he observed in the Scriptures, and he has found that it is tremendously 
successful. The rest of the book details Mitch’s trials and successes as he 
implements change in his congregation. 
This book displays great strength in the use of narrative teaching. Through 
the art of narrative, Parr is able to introduce the reader to a complete system 
of evangelism and discipleship that seems applicable to any context. Steve 
Parr’s great talent is teaching concepts in such a way that the reader can iden-
tify, adapt, and implement within his or her own context. Employing the 
Net Effect in one’s own congregation seems simple if you have already read 
about how it was employed in another context. After reading the story of 
Mitch Walker and seeing how his congregation adapted to this great change, 
you can readily picture how your own congregation will adapt, as well. 
The book is easy to read, easy to understand, easy to apply, and hard to 
put down. It can be read in one sitting, and it does not require any prior 
knowledge of evangelism, church polity, church planting, or strategic devel-
opment. The characters are all relatable, and the lessons learned from them 
are practical. This book is beneficial to anyone engaged in a leadership posi-
tion within a church or ministry or anyone with a heart for evangelism. 
Steve Parr has obviously gone through the rough trenches of ministry, and 
he brings years of wisdom, experience, and insight to the table, from which 
you can directly benefit by reading his story. This book should be highly rec-
ommended by professors and mentors who have a desire to see real change 
implemented in the lives of their students and friends. 
